
PHILADELPHUS
VIRGINALIS
Mock Orange

Bloom Color: White. Main Bloom Time: Early
spring, Late spring, Mid spring. Form: Rounded,
Upright or erect.
Philadelphus x virginalis is a deciduous
Shrub growing to 3 m (9ft) by 2.5 m



(8ft) at a medium rate.
See above for USDA hardiness. It is
hardy to UK zone 5. It is in flower from
July to August. The species is
hermaphrodite (has both male and
female organs) and is pollinated by
Insects.
Suitable for: light (sandy), medium
(loamy) and heavy (clay) soils and can
grow in heavy clay and nutritionally
poor soils. Suitable pH: mildly acid,
neutral and basic (mildly alkaline) soils.
It can grow in semi-shade (light
woodland) or no shade. It prefers
moist soil.
The leaves are rich in saponins, when
crushed and mixed with water they
produce a lather that is an effective
cleaner, used on the body, clothes etc. You
can wash your hands by merely picking a
couple of leaves or a bunch of blossom,
wetting your hands and then rubbing the



plant material vigorously as if it was a bar
of soap[K]. This soap is a very gentle
cleaner that does not remove the body's
natural oils, but does remove dirt. It is not
very effective against oil[K]. Plants can be
grown as an informal hedge or screen. The
cultivar 'Burfordiensis' has been especially
mentioned.


